Metabolic inactivation of noradrenaline in human placenta, umbilical cord and fetal membranes.
Metabolic inactivation of noradrenaline (NA) was studied in human placenta, umbilical vessels, Wharton's jelly and fetal membranes. Highest degradation capacity was observed in the placenta and fetal membranes, where the NA was inactivated by both monoamine oxidase (MAO) and catechol-O-methyltransferase (COMT). No MAO and COMT activity was found in the cord jelly and the activities in umbilical vessels were very low.